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green and violet, and set off by the white
abdomen and shoulder patch. The nest is
made of thorny sticks, mingled with roots
and turf, and lined with clay. The eggs are
from six to nine in number, and resemble
those of crows, This bird is often tamed as
an amusing but mischievous pet. A variety
of this species is numerous throughout the
Rocky Mountain region, but is noted for its
'garrulous gabble' and spluttering whistle.
In the valleys of the California Coast dwells
a second species, the yellow-billed magpie
(Pica Nuttatti).

Magruder, John Bankhead (1810-71),
American soldier, was born in Winchester,
Va. He joined the Confederate Army as
colonel, and after the skirmish at Big Bethel
was promoted to brigadier-general (June,
1861), and major-general in October. Dur-
ing the Peninsula Campaign the skillful use
of his small force delayed the entire Federal
army. In January, 1863, he recaptured Gal-
veston; took the Harriet' Lane; dispersed'the
blockading squadron; and kept the port
open to the end of the Civil War. He then
served under Maximilian in Mexico until the
latter5s downfall.

Magyars (properly Hunagars, Hungar-
ians), Finno-Ugrian or Finno-Turki people,
who about 550 AJX moved from the Ural
region to the Volga, and after a long so-
journ on the Russian steppe were driven
west by the kindred Khazars. The bulk of
the population have regular features, shapely
figures, black hair and eyes, dark complexion,
medium stature, quick, impulsive tempera-
ment, and intense patriotic feeling. See
HUNGARY,

Mahabaleshwar, a tableland and the sum-
mit of the Western Ghats, about 70 m. s.e. of
Bombay, having an average altitude of 4,500
ft. The village is a great sanctity in the eyes
of Hindus, as the spot where the sacred
Krishna has its source.

Mahabalipur (Mahavellipur, Mam-
allapur), village, India. It has famous an-
cient carvings, coins, sculptures, and mono-
lithic temples supposed to date from the 5th
or 6th century.

Mahabharata, a sacred book of the Hin-
dus, and the longest epic of the world.

Mahan, Alfred Thayer (1840-1914),
American naval officer and historian, was
born in West Point, N. Y. He was graduated
at the Naval Academy in 1859. He became
lecturer on history, and subsequently presi-
dent of the Naval War College, Newport. He

represented the United States in the Peace
Conference at The Hague in 1899. His repu-
tation was made by his volume, The Influ-
ence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783
(1890), and he holds high rank as an author-
ity on naval history and practice.
Mahan, Dennis Hart (1802-71), Ameri-
can military engineer, was born in New York
City. He was graduated at the U. S. Military
Academy first in his class in 1824; and was
professor of engineering there from 1830 un-
til his death by drowning in the Hudson
River.
Mahanadi, River, India, rises 25 m. s, of
Raipur, in Central Provinces, and after a
course of 550 m. falls into the Bay of Bengal
by several mouths, about 120 m. s.w. of the
Ganges delta. The drainage area is 43,800
sq.m. A canalization project was authorized
by the government in 1912.
Maharajah.   See Rajah.
Mahayana ('Great Vehicle'), the form of
Buddhism which, formulated in the first or
second century, gradually became the pre-
vailing faith in Tibet, Mongolia, China,
Korea, and Japan. It added to the earlier
Buddhism a wealth of ceremonial; the con-
ception of an Eternal Supreme Being, of
whom the Buddha was a manifestation; the
Bodhisattvas, who chose to forego Nirvana
in order to lend help and sympathy to all
sufferers; and a doctrine of heaven and hell.
Through the ministrations and influence of
the Bodhisattvas, the aim of the Mahay^na
took the practical form of love and service,
rather than the attainment of personal holi-
ness, as in the older Buddhism.
Mahdi (Arabic 'the guided,' who will there-
fore guide others), the expected Messiah of
the Mohammedans, who will inaugurate a
reign of truth and justice on eai*th. From
time to time Mohammedan fanatics have
risen,in Syria, Persia, Turkey, and Egypt,
who, claiming to be the Mahdi, have at-
tempted the prosecution of religious wars.
Mahim, section of Bombay, India, on n.w.
coast of Bombay Island. There is a famous
annual fair; p. 35,000.
Mahler, Gustav (1860-1911), Bohemian
musical composer and conductor, was edu-
cated at Igjau, Prague, and the University
of Vienna, and studied at the Vienna Con-
servatory. He acted as director of the opera
in Budapest (1888-91); conductor in the
municipal theatre in Hamburg (1891-7); di-
rector of the Imperial Opera House in Vienna
(1897-1907); director of the Metropolitan